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Don Litzenberg, JN 

Commander, SDSPS 

 

Welcome all to the SDSPS 

Bridge 2010.  I am honored to 

have been selected as the commander for this year.  

P/C Allan Bombard is a hard act to follow.  I follow 

in his footsteps with the confidence that  
     Executive Officer, Lt/C Paula Vance,  

     Administrative Officer, Lt/C Bob Gibbs,  

     Education Officer, Katie Law  

     Secretary Lt/C Diann Nephew and  

     Treasurer Lt/C Catherine Isaksen,  

and all our committee chairs will do their best to 

make the SDSPS and, consequently me, look good.   

Our COW of watch on 23 January at the San Diego 

Yacht Club was a wonderful evening.  Many thanks 

to all of those who made it a great success.  District 

Commander Van Diehl graciously ushered in the 

new bridge.  P/C Marie Baer took photos for the 

evening.  And special thanks to San Diego Yacht 

Club for allowing us to enjoy the evening at their 

facility. This year we would like to continue with 

P/C Bombard's several raft-ups in La Playa cove 

and again schedule a Catalina trip.  Check the 

SDSPS web page for specific dates, locations, and 

sign-up information.  We also want to emphasize 

our new Boat Operator Certification training 

programs.  We expect the these certifications will 

be recognized across the boating community, both 

domestically and internationally.  In the United 

States, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) has 

asked congress to authorize the Transportation 

Secretary to establish requirements for standards of 

proficiency for recreational boaters.  Just as the U.S. 

requires a license to drive a car, it's inevitable that 

certification for boat operation will be required.  

Our water ways are getting too crowded.  We 

intend to have USPS certification accepted as the 

above proof and be accepted as the national 

certificate for the USA.  USPS currently plans 

four levels of Boat Operator Certification: Inland 

Navigator, Coastal Navigator Advanced Coastal 

Navigator and Offshore Navigator.  For more 

information go to: 

http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/boc/main.ht

m.  These programs will give us the opportunity 

teach boating safety with a hands-on approach.  I 

have always learned better by doing.   

I will be signing up for one of these courses as 

soon as they are scheduled.  We have one small 

opportunity to excel with this program.  We need 

a vessel to teach on!  If you have a vessel or know 

of someone who may be willing to provide us 

with a vessel please contact me directly at: 

donaldbusssa@gmail.com or our SEO Katie Law, 

at: law.katharine@gmail.com.  Katie can give you 

all the details. 

   We would also like to beef up our Vessel Safety 

Check Program.  We had five inspectors perform 

84 inspections last year.  By adding more 

inspectors we can increase that number and 

increase our exposure to the public boating 

community.  Won't you join me by taking the 

course and becoming a Vessel Examiner? 
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